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STARTFORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Annual  Report, 

1937. 


Mu.  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMHERS  OE  THE  (OUNCIL. 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  193T. 

Section  A.  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

96, 3U.') 

4,UoI 
l,‘2o8 
£45,534 

S\im  represented  by  a  Penny  Rate  ...  £182 

The  chief  industry  of  the  district  is  agriculture,  principally  with  production  and 
sheep-farming.  There  is  also  some  quarrying. 

There  is  some  unemployment  throughout  the  district. 


Area  (acres) 

Population 

No.  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  Value 


Vital  Statistics  of  the  Year. 


TOTAL. 

MALES. 

FEMALES. 

Live  Births  | 

Legitimate  -  58  - 
Illegitimate  -  3  - 

24 

2 

34  ) 

1  ) 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of 
the  Resident  Pop.  - 

15-2 

Still  Births 

-  3  - 

1 

2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live 

and  still  Births 

47-6 

Deaths  - 

-  45  - 

20 

25 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of 

the  estimated  Resi¬ 
dent  Population 

11-2 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes 

. . . 

... 

0 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  Age: 

All  Infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  Legitimate  Live  Births 

Illegitimate  Infanta  per  1,000  Illegitimate  Live  Births  ... 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

„  „  Measles  (all  ages) 

„  „  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

„  „  Diarrhoea  (under  2  .years) 


47'6 

49-2 

0 

6 

0 

0 

1 
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Section  B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

1.  (i.)  Public  Health  Ofeiceks.  The  staff  consists  of: — 

(a)  A  part-time  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  who  holds  the  diploma  in  Public 
Health  of  the  Eoyal  College  of  Surgeons  of  England.  He  also  acts  as  Medical 
Superintendent  of  the  .CoiHicil’s  Isolation  Hospital. 

(b)  A  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  is  an  Associate  of  the  Faculties 
of  Architects  and  Surveyors,  and  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute  and  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Joint  Examination  Board.  He  has  been 
appointed  Inspector  under  the  Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulation,  1924,  Factories 
and  Workshops  Acts,  Petroleum  Acts,  and  Shops  Acts. 

There  are  no  special  Nurses  or  Health  Visitors,  but  Lady  Health  Visitors 
employed  by  the  County  Council  visit  the  district  if  necessary. 

(ii.)  The  following  services  are  provided  in  the  area: — 

(a)  L.\boh.\toky  F.\cilities.  Pathological  and  Bacteriological  examinations 
are  made  for  Medical  Practitioners  practising  in  the  district,  at  the  North 
Riding  County  Council  Laboratory  at  Scarborough,  at  the  Council’s  expense. 
Outfits  for  collecting  material  for  examination  are  provided  by  the  Laboratory. 

(b)  Ambul.\nce.  An  ambulance  is  provided  for  the  convej'ance  of  cases  of 
infectious  disease  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  There  is  no  other  ambulance 
service. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  are  four  District  Nursing  Associations  in 
the  area.  In  each  case  the  Nurse’s  services  are  free  to  members  of  the  associa¬ 
tion  and  are  also  available  to  non-members  on  payment  of  a  small  fee.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  subscriptions  and  non-members’  fees,  each  Association  receives  a  grant 
from  the  County  Council. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  .\nd  Clinics. 

Tuberculosis  County  Council  Clinics  at: — 

The  Rutson  Hospital,  Northallerton. 

8,  Hawthorne  Terrace,  South  Bank. 

152,  Victoria  Road,  Scarborough. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinics  at : — 

The  Memorial  Hospital,  Darlington. 

Leeds  Infirmary. 

York  County  Hospital. 

Scarborough  Hospital. 

(e)  Hospit.^^l.  An  Isolation  Hospital  is  maintained  by  the  Council  at  Hunder- 
thwaite  for  the  treatment 'of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria.  It  consists 
of  three  large  wards  and  two  small  observation  wards.  A  Nurse-caretaker  lives 
in  a  separate  block  and  is  in  constant  charge.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  acts 
as  Medical  Superintendent. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  any  cases  of  Small  Pox  which  may  arise  to  be 
transferred  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital,  Binchester,  Co.  Durham. 

There  are  no  other  hospitals  in  the  district. 

3.  M.\ternity  .\nd  Child  Welfare. 

(i.)  Midwives.  The  Nurses  of  the  four  District  Associations  referred  to  above. 
Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Clinics.  None  in  the  district. 

(ii.)  Institutional  Provision.  The  Workhouse  Ho-spital  at  Richmond  is  available  for 
unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate  children,  and  homeless  children.  No  other 
institutional  provision  is  made  for  maternity  purposes. 

(iii.)  Health  Visitors.  See  Section  B.  I.  (i.)  (b). 

(iv.)  Child  Life  Protection.  No  local  arrangements. 

(v.)  Orthop.f.dic  Tre.\tment. 
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Section  F.  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases. 

Causes  of  Death,  1937  (International  Commission  (Para.  1929)  Classification). 


Disiasb. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 


1.  Enteric  Fevers 

2.  Measles 

.3.  Scarlet  Fever 
4.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

o.  Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

().  Influenza 

7.  Encephalitis  Eethargica  ... 

8.  Cerehro-sjiinal  Fever 

9.  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
It).  ( tther  forms  of  Tulierciilosis 

11.  Syphilis  .  . 

12.  lieneral  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

13.  Cancer  .  . 

14.  Diabetes  Mellitas  ...  ...  ...  . 

1").  Cerebral  lliemorrhage  ...  ...  . 

1().  Heart  Disease 

17.  Aneurism  ...  . 

18.  Other  Circulatory  Di.seases 

19.  Hronchitis  ...  ...  . 

2t).  Pneumonia  (all  types) 

21.  Other  Uesjiiratory  Diseases 

22.  Peptic  Ulcer  . 

23.  Diarrluea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

24.  Ajiiiendicitis 

20.  Cirrhosis  of  Eiver  ... 

2(5.  Other  Di.sea.ses  of  the  Liver 

27.  Other  Dige.stive  Diseases 

28.  Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

29.  Puerperal  Sep.sis 

30.  Other  Puerjieral  Diseases 

31.  Congenital  Debility;  Prematurity  . 

32.  Senility  . 

33.  Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  . 

34.  Other  forms  of  Violence  ... 

30.  Other  Defined  Disea.ses 

3(5.  Ill-defined  or  unknown 
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1 

0 
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0 

0 
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0 
0 
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0 

1 
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Totals  20 


20 


40 


2.  There  was  a  considerable  increa.se  in  the  nunil)er  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  but  all  were 
of  a  mild  type  and  were  not  followed  by  any  comjjlications.  At  the  same  time  many 
cases  of  .sore  throat,  clinically  scarlatinal  in  type,  but  without  any  other  symptoms, 
were  seen.  It  seems  probable  that  it  was  these  cases,  where  sometimes  there  may  have 
been  a  rash  so  tran.sient  as  not  to  be  seen,  which  caused  the  spread  of  the  di.sease.  No 
ap])arent  association  with  puerperal  infection  was  noticed,  but  there  was  a  number  of 
cases  of  rheumatic  fever  and  (  horea  in  the  s])ring. 

With  the  u.se  of  the  modern  .sulphonamide  products  in  the  treatment  of  Scarlet 
Fever,  the  incidence  of  comi)lications  such  as  ear  and  kidney  disease  is  greatly 
reduced,  and  this  in  turn  shortens  the  average  length  of  stay  in  hospital.  It  is,  how¬ 
ever,  felt  that  to  reduce  the  normal  period  of  isolation  below  six  weeks  would  lead  to 
the  occurrence  of  return  cases.  It  is  noteworthy  that  there  have  been  no  return  cases 
in  this  district. 

Amongst  non-notifiable  infectious  diseases,  influenza  and  measles  were  prevalent 
in  the  spring  of  the  year. 


4 


Xo  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  artificial  immunisation  against  diphtheria, 
but  some  scheme  to  deal  with  this  might  very  well  be  started  as  the  results  have  been 
good  in  neighbouring  districts. 


Again,  mea.sles  serum  might 
disease. 

be  provided 

for  prophylaxis 

or  attenuation 

Incidence  of  Notifiable  Diseases  during  1937. 

Total  Cases  Admitted  to 

Disease. 

Notified. 

Hospital. 

Total  Deaths. 

Scarlet  Fever . 

18 

18 

0 

Diphtheria 

1 

1 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  . 

1 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

0 

U 

3 

Eiysipelas 

3 

0 

0 

Analysis  of  Notifiable  Disease  under  age  groups. 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

Under  Years 

65 

and 

over 

1  year 

1-2 

2  3 

3-4 

4-0 

5-10 

10-15 

15-20 

20-35 

35-45 

45-65 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

7 

6 

1 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Fever  .. 

.  0 

0 

0 

u 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

.  0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

4.  (a)  Peevextiox  of  Blindness. 

The  County  Medical  Otiicer  visits  all  cases  of  blindness  and  advises  as  to  the 
necessary  action.  In  the  case  of  school  children,  the  School  Medical  Ofiicer 
attends  to  their  requirements. 

(b)  Phevention  of  TrBERcrLOSis. 

It  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public  Health  (Preven¬ 
tion  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulation,  1925,  or  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health 
Act,  1925,  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


5.  Tvhekculosis.  Xew  Cases  and  Mortality  in  1937. 

XEW  CASES.  HEATHS. 


Age  periods. 
Years. 

0 

1 

;3 

Respiratory. 

M.  F. 

"on-Respiratory. 

JI.  F. 

Respiratory. 
M.  F. 

Nou-respiratory. 

M.  F. 

15 

25 

35 

45 

1 

i 

1 

. 

»)0 

65  and 

upwards 

. 

Totals  1  0 

1  1 

0  0 

0  0 

The  ratio  of  non 

-notified  tuberculosis  deaths 

0 

Total  tuberculosis  deaths 

0 

Notification  of  tuberculosis  is  w  ell  carried  out. 
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Water  Supply. — The  scheme  lor  the  provision  ot  a  pure  water  supply  to  the  village 
of  llaruiughuiu  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Council  and  a  grant  has  been  up])lied  for  to 
the  ilinistry  of  Health.  In  the  Howes  district  some  2-')  farms  suffered  acutelj’  from  the 
severe  drought,  and  the  Council  are  at  j)resent  having  umber  consideration  the  (luestion  of 
supplying  from  neighbouring  springs  a  suitable  supi)ly  at  a  reasonable  cost.  The  village 
itself  experienced  no  scarcity  of  water  during  the  drought,  it  having  an  excellent  supply  of 
running  water,  which  is  pumped  by  means  of  dui)licate  hydraulic  rams  into  a  covered  reser¬ 
voir,  from  which  most  of  the  houses  have  piped  supplies;  ahso  standards  in  the  main 
thoroughfares. 

Boldron  obtains  its  supplies  from  springs  which  are  collected  into  a  covered  reservoir 
and  piped  into  the  village.  The  supply  is  constant  and  of  satisfactory  quality. 

Startforth  is  supplied  in  bulk  from  the  Barnard  Castle  Urban  District  Council’s 
reservoir.  The  supply  is  constant  and  satisfactory. 

Cotherstone,  llomaldkirk,  Lartington,  and  Mickleton  Barishes  ileceive  their  supply 
from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Board.  This  water  is  impounded  at  Grassholme  and  Balders- 
dale,  and  delivered  to  Lartington  for  filtration,  after  which  it  is  delivered  to  these  four 
parishes.  The  supply  is  con.stant  and  the  quality  excellent. 

Barningham. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  and  submitted  from  a  spring  on 
Barningham  Moor  which  has  always  been  the  source  of  supply  for  this  village.  This  scheme 
includes  duplicate  slow  gravity  filters,  each  9  feet  square,  to  be  placed  at  the  moor  gates, 
and  from  there  to  the  village  by  a  3  in.  “Spun”  iron  delivery  main.  There  is  evidence  of 
surface  water  contamination  during  heavy  rainfall.  Four  public  fountains  are  also 
suggested.  The  cost  of  the  scheme  is  approximately  £800. 

Ovington. — The  Surveyor  has  prepared  a  scheme  for  providing  this  village  with  an 
adequate  supply  of  water. 

At  present  the  village  is  supplied  with  water  from  a  shallow  well,  several  private 
wells,  and  the  greater  proportion  of  the  latter  are  condemned  as  unfit  for  drinking  water, 
whilst  the  public  well,  although  surrounded  by  dwelling-houses,  does  not  show  any 
evidence  of  sewage  pollution,  but  its  quality  is  totally  inadequate  during  the  summer 
mouths. 

The  village  is  situated  4o0  feet  above  O.D.,  the  highest  point  actually  being  406. l-> 
feet  above  O.D. 

The  number  of  houses^  in  the  village  is  25,  including  two  farms. 

A  borehole  has  been  put  down  and  water  was  obtained  at  a  depth  ot  36  feet,  and  the 
bore  was  continued  another  four  feet,  making  a  total  depth  of  40  feet.  The  ground  is  of 
firm  nature  and  soil  mixed  with  clay  for  the  first  18  feet,  the  remaining  22  being  blue  shale, 
and  no  rock  was  met  with. 

The  site  and  the  surrounding  land  is  mostly  grazing. 

During  September,  1936,  a  continuous  14  days’  pumping  test  was  carried  out,  which 

gave  an  average  of  approximately  7,000  gallons  per  day,  or  nearly  300  gallons  per  hour. 

The  top  water  level  in  the  borehole  at  the  commencement  of  the  test  period  was 

447.33  feet  above  U.D.,  but  water  fell  to  418.33  in  14  minutes,  at  which  point  the  water 
level  remained  throughout  the  14  days. 

Two  samples  were  taken  on  the  13th  day  of  the  test,  pumping,  one  for  chemical  and 
the  other  for  bacteriological  examination,  and  were  sent  to  the  County  Analyst,  Darlington. 
The  report  of  the  sample  revealed  that  it  was  free  from  any  form  of  undesirable  contamina¬ 
tion,  and  is  of  gcod  and  wholesome  quality  for  human  consumption.  The  faint  oily  odour 
is,  no  doubt,  due  to  some  contact  with  working  parts  of  the  pump,  and  has  no  bearing 
upon  the  quality  of  the  sample. 
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The  proposed  new  scheme  consists  of  the  sinking  of  a  well  40  feet  deep  and  6  feet 
internal  diameter,  the  object  of  which  is  to  have  a  large  natural  storage  to  pump  from, 
as  from  my  foregoing  investigations  and  examinations  it  is  assumed  that  the  proposed  well 
will  have  32  feet  of  water  in  it,  as  the  borehole  is  455.33  feet  above  O.D. 

It  is  proposed  to  pump  this  water  to  a  reinforced  concrete  storage  reservoir  by 
means  of  a  deep  well  pump  capable  of  rising  at  least  100  gallons  per  hour,  driven  by  an 
oil  or  petrol  engine  (electricity  not  available). 

The  bottom  of  the  reservoir  will  be  35  feet  from  the  ground,  and  will  hold  12,000 
gallons,  its  top  water  level  will  be  500.33  feet  above  O.D.,  thus  allowing  a  g’ravity  feed  to 
the  village,  and  is  designed  to  exert  a  stress  of  2  tons  per  square  foot  upon  the  ground. 

The  delivery  main  is  to  be  3-inch  steel  from  the  reservoir  to  the  village,  including 
Air  Valves,  Wash-out  Valves,  etc.,  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  provide  standpipes. 

The  cost  is  estimated  to  be  £1,600. 

Other  parishes  are  supplied  from  wells  (mostly  shallow),  with  pumps  attached. 

Many  samples  of  water  were  taken  during  the  year  by  the  Public  Health  Officers 
from  private  supplies  for  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination.  These  samples  were 
in  connection  with  the  wells  and  schemes  for  Romaldkirk,  Ovington,  and  Barningham. 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. — Being  chiefly  an  agricultural  district  the  most 
important  industry,  from  a  Public  Health  point  of  view,  is  the  Milk  Supply,  and  the  Report 
of  the  County  Veterinary  Inspector  for  the  year  will  prove  of  interest: — 

dumber  of  visits  to  farms  by  its  C'ounty  Veterinary  Insjiector  were  92 

Xuniber  of  cattle  inspected  .  .  1,145 

Is  umber  of  cattle  slaughtered  xintler  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1925  nil. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-Laws,  etc. — Building  Bye-Laws,  adopted  10th  June,  1914 

Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

Slaughter-house  Bye-Laws,  1926. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

No  action  was  found  necessary. 

Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925. 

No  notification  has  been  received  of  any  tuberculous  employees  in  connection  with 
the  milk  trade. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Article  3=  No  notices  have  been  served  under  Article 
•5  No  appeals  under  Article  6. 

No  cases  in  which  compensation  has  been  paid. 

Public  Health  Acts,  1925  (Section  62). 

No  action  was  taken  by  the  Council  under  this  section  during  1937. 

All  cases  notified  are  at  once  visited  by  me  and  advice  is  given  as  to  Sanatorium 
treatment,  etc.,  if  necessary,  and  due  enquiry  made  as  to  the  source  of  infection. 

All  cases  reported  are  officially  notified  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
weekly,  also  a  quarterly  return  is  forwarded. 

The  notification  of  Tuberculosis  is  more  satisfactory,  more  especially  the  non- 
pulmonary  form,  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  wilful  neglect  or  refusal  to  notify. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

One  complaint  of  pollution  has  occun  ed  during  the  year. 


SCAVENGING. 


Startt'orth  is  the  only  parish  where  scaven>»-iiij'  is  undertakeu  by  the  Local  Authority. 
The  refuse  is  collected  twice  i)er  week  in  the  Low  Start  forth  urea  from  88  houses,  and  onco 
per  week  on  the  Lendinffs  from  28  houses.  Total  numher  collected,  111  hou.ses. 

In  the  rest  of  the  parishes  the  inhabitants  are  responsible  for  the  removal  of  excreta 
and  refuse  and  the  cleansing  of  privies,  ashpits,  etc. 

Complaints  have  been  received  regarding  indiscriminate  tipping  of  refuse.  To 
supervise  this  is  an  awkward  task,  as  no  correct  information  can  be  obtained  as  to  the  persons 
depositing  same.  Most  of  the  tips  are  at  a  good  distance  from  the  parishes.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  land  will  be  secured  for  the  purpose,  situated  near  the  villages,  when  the  tips  can 
be  kept  under  supervision  and  controlled. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  eleven  additional  water  closets  have  been  provided. 

The  following  conversions  have  occurred : — 

7  Privy  Middens  to  AVater  Closets. 

Water  Closets  in  District  end  of  1987 
Privy  Middens 
Earth  Closets 
Pail  Closets 
Chemical  Closets  ... 

SCHOOLS. 

The  hygienic  condition  of  the  Schools  was  fairly  satisfactory.  Children  found 
suffering  from  infectious  disease,  being  unclean  or  verminous,  are  excluded  from  school, 
and  where  infectious  di.seases  are  widely  prevalent  the  schools  in  the  infected  area  are 
recommended  for  closure.  Schools  were  disinfected  after  being  closed  for  infectious  disease. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE  CONTROLLED  BY  BYE-LAWS 

AND  REGULATIONS. 

There  are  no  occupations  under  such  control,  or  Underground  sleeping  rooms  in  the 
district. 

Bye-laws  with  regard  to  slaughter  houses  were  adopted  in  1926,  but  no  action  has 
been  called  for. 


SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Xo  nuisance  of  this  nature  in  the  district. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

There  are  no  shops  in  the  district  where  assistants  are  employed,  but  several  were 
inspected  and  found  satisfactory  in  all  respects. 


RAC  FLOCK  ACT,  1911  and  1928. 

The  Act  prohibits  the  sale  or  use  for  the  purpose  of  making  any  articles  of  upholstery, 
bedding,  etc.,  from  unclean  flock  manufactured  from  rags. 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  district  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured,  used  or  sold. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACTS,  1901  and  1921. 

During  the  year  22  inspections  of  AA’ork.shops  and  Factories  were  made,  and  the 
general  and  hygienic  conditions  were  found  .sati.sfactory. 
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PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928. 

Inspections  have  been  made  under  the  Petroleum  Acts.  There  were  issued  during 
the  year  15  licences  for  the  storage  of  petroleum  spirit,  and  1  licence  to  store  carbide  of 
calcium. 


TENTS,  VANS,  SHEDS,  AND  SIMILAR  STRUCTURES. 

Up  to  the  present  no  serious  difficulty  has  been  experienced  with  these  types  of  struc¬ 
ture.  Bye-laws  have  been  adopted  by  the  North  Biding  of  Yorkshire  County  Council, 
dealing  with  Gipsy  Encampments  and  Caravao  Dwellers.  These  do  not  apply  to  Dwelling 
Vans  used  by  workmen  employed  in  road  and  constructional  work,  except  in  case  of 
nuisance  and  obstruction,  and  is  one  which  is  operated  by  the  police. 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS. 

Three  houses  were  erected  during  the  year. 

1.  General  Observations  as  to  Housing  Conditions. 

The  houses  in  the  district  are  mainly  built  of  stone,  and  are  of  fairly  sound  construc¬ 
tion,  but  are  of  an  old  type,  and  many  are  wanting  in  modern  sanitary  requirements. 

Very  few  houses  are  of  recent  building. 

The  chief  defects  are  lack  of  sinks,  washing  accommodation,  food  stores,  insufficient 
window  space,  and  dampness,  the  latter  is  generally  due  to  lack  of  damp-proof  courses,  and 
floors  below  ground  level. 

2.  Sufficiency  of  Supply  of  Houses. 

(a)  No  serious  shortage  is  apparent,  and  the  majority  of  houses  are  let  at  a  very 
low  rental. 

(b)  No  building  schemes  are  in  operation. 

(c)  Sites  for  building  are  numerous,  and  building  by  private  enterprise  has  been 
rather  slow  during  the  year. 

3.  Overcrowding. 

(a)  There  is  no  serious  overcrowding. 

(b)  Causes  are  due  to  inability  to  pay  rent  of  available  houses. 

(c)  Overcrowding  has  generally  been  abated  by  informal  arrangement  between 
landlord  and  tenant. 

4.  Fitness  of  Houses. 

(a)  The  main  difficulty  in  the  district  appears  to  be  the  high  cost  of  labour  and 
building  materials,  and  the  low  rents  charged. 

(b)  Gradual  improvements  are  being  carried  out  by  owners  under  pressure  of  the 
Local  Authority. 

5.  Water  Supply. 

(a)  Several  farms  and  large  country  houses  have  their  own  private  supplies. 

(b)  Bowes,  Cotherstone,  Lartington,  Bomaldkirk,  Mickleton,  Startforth,  Boldron, 
and  Barningham  have  an  adequate  supply.  Other  villages  are  supplied  from  wells  with 
pumps^  attached. 

There  are  no  housing  bye-laws  in  operation  in  the  district,  except  those  relating  to 
Gipsy  Caravan  Dwellers  which  are  operated  by  the  police. 


HOUSING  (RURAL  WORKERS)  ACT,  1926. 

This  is  operated  by  the  County  Council.  Two  grants  were  made  during  the  year. 
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HOUSING  ACT,  1930. 


Plans  have  been  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Surveyor  for  the  re-housing  of  displaced 
persons  under  the  above  Act. 


Housing  Statistics. 


1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  duinug  the  Year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 

Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  121 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were 

inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  11 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  ...  64 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 

sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  24 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 

A.  — Proceedings  under  sections  17,  18,  and  23  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 

repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: — 

(o)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  nil 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 


defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  ...  4 

C. — Proceedings  under  sections  19  and  21  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  nil 


D. — Proceedings  under  section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  nil 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

There  are  360  registered  farms  in  the  district  and  are  inspected  systematicallv . 

A  small  percentage  are  IVholesale  Milk  Purveyors  and  lletail  Milk  Purveyors. 

The  remainder  butter  and  cheese  making.  Xo  complaints  have  been  made  during 
the  year  regarding  the  quality  or  cleanliness.  There  are  T  “Accredited”  Licences,  and  one 
Tuberculin  Tested  Licence. 


MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Slaughter-houses. 

The  number  of  slaughter-houses  in  the  district  is  T,  of  which  6  are  registered  and  1 
licensed. 

One  notice  of  emergency  slaughter  was  received  under  the  Public  Health  Meat 
Eegulations,  1924. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

The  above  Act  is  enforced  by  the  North  Eiding  County  Council. 


WOEK  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPAETMEXT  UXDEE  AETICLE  XIX.  OF  THE 

SAXITAET  OFFICEES  OEDEE,  1923. 

Summary  of  work  done  in  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  1937  and 
action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  or  Bye-laws,  etc : — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Number  of 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

Informal  written 
or  verbal  Notices 

Formal  Notices 
by  order 

Notices 

complied 

by  Inspector. 

of  Authority. 

with. 

r  Foul  Condition 

1 

— 

1 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools  s 

Overcrowding 

1 

— 

5 

1 

,  Structural  Defects 

— 

— 

— 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies 

... 

27 

— 

27 

Slaughter-houses 

... 

1 

— 

1 

Ash-pits  and  Privies 

. 

3 

— 

3 

Deposits  of  Eefuse  and  Manure 

1 

— 

1 

Water-closets 

1 

_ 

1 

Defective  Yard  Paving  ... 

_ 

_ 

-  - 

House  Drainage 

7 

_ 

7 

Water  Supply 

11 

_ 

11 

To  Provide  MMter  Closets 

3 

_ 

2 

Dangerous  Structures 

- 

_ 

Animals  Kept 

_ 

2 

2 

Other  Nuisances 

_ 

_ 

Field  Drainage 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

56 

2 

61 
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Ilirth-rutes,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Death-rates,  and 
Case- rates  for  certain  Infectiotis 
Diseases  in  the  year  1937. 

( Provisional  Fiffures  based 


England  and  Wales,  Loudon, 
12')  Great  Towns  and  148 
Smaller  Towns. 

on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Keturns). 


Births : — 


Live 

Still 

Deaths : — 

All  Causes 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 
fevers 
Smallpox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
Whoopinj;  JJough 
Diphtheria 
Influenza 
Violence 

Notifications : — 

Smallpox 
Scarlet  Fever 
Diphtheria 
Enteric  fever 
Erj’sipelas 
Pneumonia 


Deaths  under  1  year  of  age  ... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and 
Enteritis  under  2  years  of 
age 

Maternal  Mortality : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

Others 

Total 


Maternal  Mortality : — 
Puer])eral  Se])sis 
Others 
Total 

Notifications : — 
Puerperal  fever 
Puerperal  pyrexia 


England 

and 

Wales. 

125 

County  Boro’s 
and 

Great  Towns 
including 
London 

148 

Smaller  Tow'ns 
(Resident 
Populations 
25,000  to 
50,000  to 

1931  Census) 

i 

London 

Administrative 

County 

1 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

! 

i  14-9 

149 

1 

15-3 

13-3 

o-fio 

0*67 

0-64 

0-54 

i  12-4 

12  5 

11-9 

12-3 

1  00-0 

001 

000 

000 

!  — 

— 

:  002 

003 

002 

001 

001 

001 

001 

001 

004 

0.04 

003 

006 

007 

0.08 

005 

0-05 

045 

0.39 

042 

038 

054 

1 

054 

0-42 

051 

000 

0-00 

233 

2-56 

2-42 

209 

1-49 

1  81 

1-38 

1-93 

005 

006 

004 

005 

0-37 

0-43 

034 

044 

1*36 

1-58 

1-20 

118 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

58 

62 

55 

60 

i  58 

1 

! 

7-9 

3  2 

120 

( 

0  97 

2  26  • 

!  3  23 

Not  avaibable 

1 

Hates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (i.e..  Live  and  Still). 

0*94  1 

1 

2  17  1 
3-11  J 

Not 

available 

'  4  15 

1393 

17  59 

1152 

i  14-34 

In  conclusion,  my  aim  has  been  to  give  as  comprehensive  a  review  as  possible  of  all 
matters  affecting  the  Sanitary  Administration  of  the  District.  I  wish  to  thank  all  Members 
of  the  Council,  Officials,  and  Staff  for  the  assistance  given,  which  I  greatly  appreciate 

I  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  S.  HAWTHORNE,  F.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  D.P.H., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


JrxE,  1937. 
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